








 The technical conditions 
have been created for connecting 
8000 more homes in seven Nis 
City residential areas to gas 
distribution network. The 
infrastructural works begun at the 
end of last year. The City provided 
all the necessary documentation, 
usage permits and the location for 
the measure-regulatory devices. 1 
million euros have been allocated 
for the gasification of five Niš city 
residential areas. 

 "The completion of the 
gasification proves that the City of 
Niš is ready to enter the realisation 
of big investments so that the 
citizens of Niš could have better life 
quality", said Mayor Simonović.
 Jugorosgaz CEO Vladimir 
Koldin confirmed that more was 
done during the last year than 
during previous 10 years since the 
gasification of the city started. He 
also informed the public about the 
discussion with the Mayor about

Niš City Mayor Miloš Simonović and Yugorosgaz CEO Vladimir 
Koldin held the press conference on the extension of gas 
distribution network in the City of Niš.
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MILITARY MEDICAL EXERCISE 
MEDCEUR 2009 – INTRO TO 
REGIONAL RESPONSE -TO 
CRISIS-CENTER
MEDCEUR is an international military-medical exercise, which has 
been held for several years now in the organization of the United 
States European Command (EUCOM) in the Central and Eastern 
European countries.

 This is the first time that the 
Republic of Serbia has been 
nominated the host of this exercise 
and the exercise was held in Niš in 
from September 2 to 13. MEDCEUR 
is a humanitarian exercise where 
military medical teams save the 
lives of those who suffer in natural 
disasters. The goal of the exercise is 
to train the military medical staff of 
the participating countries in order 
to be able to jointly act on 
addressing the consequences of 
natural disasters and providing 
relief to those in need, thus placing 
accent on the interoperability in 
international interventions in the 
cases of humanitarian and natural 
disasters.
 The members of the 
Ministry of the Interior, Republic of 
Serbia, as well as the Department 
for emergency situations, veterinary 
department, fire department, the

Red Cross of Serbia, Nis military 
hospital were also involved in 
MEDCEUR 09 together with 
Republic of Serbia Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Environment and Spatial 
Planning, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Water Management, 
Regional Civic Protection Center, 
Nis Cit Civil Protection Center and 
Nis City government. Minister of 
Defense Dragan Sutanovac 
attended the practical part of the 
military medical exercise MEDCEUR 
2009. The exercise was also 
observed by the Charge d Affairs of 
US Embassy Jennifer Brush, Chiefs 
of Defense of Serbia, Croatia and 
Montenegro, LTG Miloje Miletic, 
General Josip Lucic and Vice 
Admiral Dragan Samardzic 
respectively, along with Major 
General Robert Baillie of EUCOM, 
Assistant Minister of the Interior

Miodrag Maric and state secretaries 
in other state ministries, foreign 
military representatives accredited 
in Serbia, NATO MLO reps, and the 
representatives of the Red Cross of 
Serbia and the International Red 
Cross.
 After touring the exercise, 
the Minister said that this was the 
greatest military medical exercise 
ever to have been held in Serbia, 
with the representatives of 15 
armies deployed, and a large 
number of Serbian ministries. "The 
very presence of 300 members of 
foreign armies, a large number of 
guests and defense chiefs of Serbia, 
Croatia and Montenegro proves 
that this exercise has sparked great 
interest and this today is not only a 
regional, but a European event. I 
take this opportunity to express 
great satisfaction and pleasure with 
what we saw today, and I thank all 
the members of the Police Force, of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
local self-government of the City of 
Nis as they all provided help in 
organizing such an exercise."
 Jennifer Brush, Charge d 
Affaires of US Embassy thanked the 
Ministry of Defense for their 
generous offer to host the 
members of 14 armies of PfP and to 
the citizens of Nis for their 
hospitality and kindness. She 
pointed out that professionalism 
and leadership demonstrated by 
MoD showed what an important
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ART COLONY IN SIĆEVO OPENED 
45th traditional art colony was opened in the village of Sićevo near 
Niš.

NISOMNIA AT NIŠ FORTRESS 
8th music festival Nisomnia, gathering 20 bands from the country 
and abroad, was being held at Niš Fortress from September 3 to 
September 6, 2009.

 This year colony was 
organized by Niš Contemporary Art 
Gallery and it is supported by the 
City of Niš and Ministry of Culture. 
13 painters and sculptors from 
Denmark, Canada and Serbia will 
work on their art in the colourful 
village of Sićevo until September 
10. All artists, except Vasilije 
Perevalov, are for the first time 
engaged in the work of the art 
colony which is the oldest one in 
the Balkans.

role Serbia has in the processes of 
strengthening peace in Europe and 
the region as well. "As for Serbia's 
future, we are committed to your 
success, this exercise serves as an 
example of partnership which will 
help Serbia and the whole region to 
take their rightful place in Europe", 
as Brush said.
 City of Niš Mayor, Miloš 
Simonović said that this exercise 
was just an introduction to the 
establishment of the regional 
center in Niš for responding in crisis 
situation.

 This art colony was founded 
by Serbian painter Nadežda 
Petrović in 1905. It was 
re-established in 1964. Every artist 
who ever took part in the work of 
these colonies left to the City of Niš 
at least one of master pieces. Niš 
Contemporary Art Gallery is the 
home of 1094 pieces of art work 
done by foreign and domestic 
painters ands sculptors.

 This is the first time that the 
festival was held at so called 
trenches of Fortress. The music 
bands and DJs performed at 2 
paralel stages.
 At the same time, the 
trenches were the venue for the 
festival E-Fortress. E-Fortress is the 
festival whose objective is to 
promote entrepreneurship, open 
software, internet, technological 
innovations and multimedia art. 
The participants of this unique 
festival could attend workshops 
focused on the usage of internet 
and its links to all spheres of 
contemporary life. Art, film and 
music workshops were organized 
within this festival as well as 
business online seminar. The festival 
programme was created in the way 
so that it could connect the process 
of learning and entertainment.

 One festival day was 
dedicated to E-Media. E-Media Day 
was the day dedicated to the 
presentations of all the important 
media houses that were active on 
the Internet through its web portal.
 The important part of 
E-Fortress was the international film 
festival FreeNetWorld which aimed 
to support and promote the 
creativity of film and authors from 
all over the world, primarily through 
the Internet which was believed to 
be the basic kind of 
communication in the future. FNW 
believes that the film speaks the 
universal language. Therefore they 
wanted to present a wider 
spectrum of films in competitive 
and noncompetitive programs.
 The aim of this festival was 
to present the important and 
innovative films of high artistic 
value from the whole world.

continued from previouse page
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