COOPERATION BETWEEN CITY
OF NIS AND CITY OF SLIVEN
September 13

The representatives of the City of Nis attended the international meeting in
Sliven, Bulgaria, within the project “United Europe – Security, Solidarity and
Stability”, supported through program “Europe for Citizens”. The project was
implemented through the partnership of Sliven, Nis and Bydgoszcz from Poland.
After presenting the cities of Sliven (Bulgaria), Bydgoszcz (Poland) and Nis
(Serbia), the Mayor of Sliven Stefan Radev, Assistant Mayor of Nis Marina Kostic
and Assistant Mayor of Bydgoszcz Joanna Zataj Ross signed the letter of intent
outlining the goals of future cooperation between these cities. The event was
attended by the first advisor at the Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Sofia Ms.
Gordana Bozic, a member of the Nis City Council Slavoljub Savic, the director of
PUC Medijana Dragoslav Pavlovic, who presented Nis potentials prepared by the
Nis City Office for Local Economic Development and Projects, the president of
Sliven City Municipality Dimitar Mitev, deputy provincial governor of Sliven
district Kamen Kostov and the representatives of administration, educational and
cultural institutions, universities, chamber of commerce, local and regional
development agencies, cultural centers, non-profit organizations and the media of
these three cities.
During the visit three forums were implemented in the fields of culture, youth and
economy. On the second day, at a cultural forum, the participants presented the
cultural, historical and tourist heritage of their cities. The Secretary of the
Secretariat for Culture and Information of the City of Nis Aleksandra
Radosavljevic presented international events that are of great importance for the
City of Nis with short films about those city events. Tamara Ciric, from the
Secretariat for Culture and Information, presented the cultural and historical
heritage of our city with the support of all present representatives of Nis cultural
institutions. The conclusion of the cultural forum is that there are good grounds
for successful partnership and cultural cooperation between the three
participating cities. The presentation of the members of the Nis Youth Council

discussed strategic documents on the basis of which youth policies are
implemented in Nis, with the aim of improving the position of young people in the
city and preventing young people leaving Niš, such as scholarships for the best
students and athletes, etc. This topic was interesting for all three cities because
they all face the same problem of young people leaving to live and work abroad.
Nis Economic Delegation was led by the Speaker of the Parliament of the
Regional Chamber of Commerce Nis Mr. Andrija Radojicic and the Director of the
Regional Chamber of Commerce Nis, Aleksandar Milicevic. Current economic
trends tourism and traffic potentials of the Nisava, Pirot and Toplica
administrative districts are presented. Within the business meetings, which were
also organized within the business forum, the economic and investment potentials
of Nis and the region were presented, as well as the planned investments that are
underway. A delegation of businessmen held meetings with businessmen from
Sliven, Sofia, Yambol and Bydgoszcz, and visited the most prominent companies
operating successfully in Sliven.

CITY OF NIS AT INTERNATIONAL
FORUM OF OLD CITIES
September 10
The delegation of the City of Nis participated in the Second International Forum
of Old Towns in the Russian city of Ryazan, which was held under the auspices of
the Committee of the Russian Federation for UNESCO, organized by the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism of the Ryazan region. The requirement for participation in
this Forum was that the city was over 500 years old. The main topics of the Forum
were architecture, history, cultural heritage, theater, photography and
gastronomic tourism, and the first session of the Association of Old Towns was
held during this event. Representatives of the City of Nis participated in the work
of the Forum on three topics – possibilities and directions of cooperation of

ancient cities, Nis cultural heritage during its two thousand years of existence
and implementation of measures for the improvement of squares, river banks,
streets, pedestrian zones, parks and other public areas. The organizers pointed
out that the holding of this Forum should serve to strengthen and develop cultural
links between cities, regions and countries.

MEETING WITH THE HEADS OF
UNDP AND UNHCR IN SERBIA
August 29

Nis City Mayor Darko Bulatovic met with UNDP and UNHCR representatives in
Serbia about the assistance these organizations has been providing to the city in
the implementation of projects of particular importance to national minorities.
The meeting was also attended by Nis City Council Member for Social Care Issues
Mrs. Tijana Djordjevic Ilic and Assistant Mayor Goran Milosavljević. Mayor
Bulatovic emphasized the openness of the City of Nis to all projects that would
improve the quality of life of minority communities and that excellent cooperation
has been achieved so far. UNDP Resident Representative to Serbia Ms. Francine
Pickup highlighted the great experience that UNDP has in the implementation of
projects all around the world. UNDP Strategic Plan focuses on key areas such as
poverty reduction, democratic governance, peacebuilding, climate change and
disaster risk and economic inequality. UNDP supports governments in integrating
sustainable development goals into their national development plans and policies.
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals involves partnering governments,
the private sector, civil society and citizens to ensure a better living environment
for future generations. The head of the UNHCR in Serbia, Hans Friedrich Schoder
expressed satisfaction with the progress in the area of refugee care through
existing programs and announced continued support to the Government of Serbia,
the civil sector and local governments in addressing key refugee problems.

CITY OF NIS TOGETHER WITH
210 EUROPEAN CITIES FIGHTING
AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE
August 14
City of Nis has joined a group of 210 cities across Europe, representing 62 million
citizens, whose mayors and leaders demanded that the European Council and
Member States intensify EU commitment to climate change, show global
leadership and take an ambitious approach to lead rapid advances in the
implementation of the Paris Agreement. The open letter, signed by the leaders of
cities from 21 EU member states and 7 neighboring countries, was published
ahead of the Future of Europe conference in Sibiu, Romania
(https://energy-cities.eu/policy/cities-call -for-a-more-sustainable-and-equitableeuropean-future/). Their demands include: developing a fair and inclusive
European long-term climate strategy that will increase resilience to climate
change and ensure that greenhouse gas emissions are more than halved by 2030
by 2020 and reach zero net emissions by 2020 2050; advance the EU climate and
energy targets by 2030 and targets set at national level to ensure a rapid,
equitable and climate-resilient energy transition in line with the above objectives;
aligning the next long-term EU budget with this strategy, eliminating fossil fuel
subsidies and making climate action a priority in all funding programs; obliging
all EU Member States to set binding zero net emission reduction targets and
other targets above. “As Nis City Mayor I am extremely proud to add my name to
this letter signed by mayors from all over Europe,” said Darko Bulatovic, Mayor of
Nis. “Our citizens have the same concerns as citizens of all Europe, concerns for
their children and for their future. The City of Nis is ready to lead by example the
energy transition towards a carbon-neutral future, but we need the support from
our government and from all levels of EU to ensure that these ambitious but

necessary goals are met. “

RECEPTION
FOR
THE
AMBASSADOR OF SWEDEN
August 13th
Nis City Mayor Darko Bulatovic met with the Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Sweden in Serbia Mr. Jan Lundin at Nis City Hall and on this occasion the two
officials discussed promoting co-operation and developing bilateral relations. The
cooperation so far has been excellent, especially in the field of culture and
environment, which is especially true of the project of preparing the tender and
technical documentation for the construction of the Waste Water Treatment Plant,
which has been supported by Sweden through Sida. Mayor Bulatovic and
Ambassador Lundin also stressed the importance of maintaining 3 airline routes
from Nis to cities in Sweden, Stockholm and Malmo and recently Gothenburg.
According to Ambassador Lundin this will be of great benefit primarily to the
numerous Serbian diaspora in this Scandinavian country, as well as to tourists
from Sweden who want to get to know this part of Europe as well, because of the
rich heritage of this part of Serbia, as well as the many attractive events and
festivals, such as the just completed Nisville. It was also estimated that the
improvement of air traffic, as well as all other types of traffic, significantly
increased the capacities of Nis and this part of Serbia in attracting new investors
from this friendly country, which, as agreed, would be the focus of future
cooperation between Nis and the Embassy of the Kingdom of Sweden in Serbia.

CITY
OF
NIS
HAS
BEEN
NOMINATED FOR EMERGING
EUROPE
AWARD
IN
THE
CATEGORY OF THE CITY FDI
STRATEGY
Emerging Europe, intelligence and networking platform that translates the region
to the world and the world to the region, has announced the names of the 120
companies, organisations and individuals who have been nominated for its 2019
awards. The City of Nis has been nominated for Emerging Europe Award in the
category of City FDI Promotion Strategy of the Year. This category assessed
strategy of city/municipal investment promotion departments or agencies (in this
case City of Nis Office for Local Economic Development and Projects) in 2018
evaluating their creativity, effectiveness and success. City of Nis will be
competing for this prestigious award with the cities of Debrecen in Hungary,
Galati in Romania, Klaipeda in Lithuania, and the cities of Krakow, Lodz, Poznań,
Wroclaw and Sosnowiec in Poland. This is another confirmation that the team of
professionals working on attracting foreign direct investments performs their
work in the best possible way, with the strong support of city leadership, but also
that this teamwork and dedicated work is recognized not only in Serbia, but in
Europe as well. The winners of the awards will be announced at a special
ceremony to be held as part of the Emerging Europe Leaders’ Meeting and
Awards, which takes place on June 27-28 in London at the headquarters of the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).

BAVARIAN
BUSINESS
DELEGATION VISITING NIS
June 28
The visit of the Bavarian business delegation to Nis was organized by Bavaria’s
state ministry for the economy and the German-Serbian Chamber of Commerce.
The delegation was comprised of the representatives of 10 companies from
different fields, together with the representatives of the Bavarian Ministry Mr.
Martin Grossman and Ms. Ursula Heinzel, whose mission of the visit to Serbia
was getting to know the potentials for Serbia’s cooperation with this German
province, which was considered to be among the richest and most developed
region of Europe. This was also the main topic of the discussion of the guests
from Bavaria with the Nis City Mayor Darko Bulatović and Assistant Mayor Milos
Milosevic, the Head of the City of Nis Office for Local Economic Development and
Projects Milan Randjelovic, the director of the Nis Regional Chamber of
Commerce Aleksandar Milicevic and the Head of the Association of Businessmen
Naissus Dragan Milosevic who presented all the potentials and advantages of this
part of our country. Mayor Bulatovic pointed out that, that due to the support of
the Government and President Vucic, Nis was developing faster than all other
parts of Serbia, and that the fact that Nis was industrial, technological, transport,
scientific-educational, as well as the cultural and sports center of this part of our
country made it attractive partner for cooperation. “Only the fact that direct
flights from Nis to seven different destinations in Germany provides
unprecedented opportunities for increasing the volume of cooperation, both in the
economy, as well as in tourism, culture, higher education and all other important
segments of life,” Bulatovic said. The Head of the Bavarian delegation Mr. Martin
Grossman said that he was impressed by what he saw and heard about Nis and its
surroundings, where there were already several large German companies, and
that this visit would certainly result in further linking and getting to know future
partners because, as he said, the first step must always be getting to know
potential partners and gaining confidence, which would, of course, lead to an
increase in trade, economic, and any other cooperation between Bavaria and the
South of Serbia.

INTERNATIONAL
DISASTER
CONSEQUENCE MANAGEMENT
FIELD EXERCISE – SERBIA 2019
June 26
The beginning of the International Exercise on Disaster Consequence
Management Serbia 2019 was marked at the Serbian Russian Humanitarian
Center in Nis. The exercise is jointly organized by the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of the Republic of Serbia and the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Russian
Federation, with the participation of about 700 representatives of rescue units
from Serbia, Russia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Northern Macedonia, Hungary,
Turkey, Cuba and the Russian-Armenian Humanitarian Center. In the next three
days, they will demonstrate their training and equipment for disaster response
and disaster consequence management in several locations in Nis and the
surrounding area. The ceremony of the beginning of the exercise was attended by
the Deputy Minister of Civil Defense and Emergency Situations of Russia
Alexander Chuprian and State Secretary of the Serbian Ministry of Interior
Milosav Milickovic who pointed out the importance of prevention, joint exercises
and training, bearing in mind the changing weather conditions, climate change,
and challenges we were facing which did not distinguish the state and
administrative boundaries. Nis City Mayor Darko Bulatovic and his deputy Milos
Bandjur, as well as a large number of high officials of the Serbian Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the Emergency Situation Sector, the Gendarmerie, and the
Mountain Rescue Service, the Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations
and specialized units from Serbia attended the opening ceremony. After the
opening ceremony, the demonstration exercise of the members of the Emergency
Situations Department of the Serbian Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry
of Emergency Situations of Russia was shown, and the following days of the
specialized team would demonstrate their skills and training at several locations

in Nis and the surrounding area.

50 YEARS OF SERBIAN
NORWEGIAN ASSOCIATION

–

June 7
The 50th anniversary of the Serbian-Norwegian Association was marked in Nis.
The ceremony was attended by Ms. Marina Kostic, the Assistant Mayor, who
welcomed the guests on the behalf of Nis City. The president of this association
Zoran Petrovic spoke about the great friendship of two nations. The aim of the
Serbian – Norwegian Association is to spread friendship between the two nations
that dates back to World War II, when thousands of Serbs were in Nazi
concentration camps in Norway, where they encountered enormous friendship
and support from the Norwegian people. The association also engages in the
presentation of Serbian culture, tradition and history in Norway, organizing
contacts between Serbian and Norwegian families and mutual acceptance,
organizing study visits of pupils and students in both directions, organizing
business contacts between Serbian and Norwegian businessmen and contacts of
Norwegian municipalities with municipalities in Serbia.

EXHIBITION AND LECTURE ON

CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE
EXHIBITION AND
ARCHITECTURE

LECTURE

ON

DANISH
CONTEMPORARY

DANISH

May 17th
With the great support of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Danish
Ministry of Culture, the Embassy of the Kingdom of Denmark organized an
exhibition and lecture on modern Danish architecture in cooperation with the City
of Nis and the Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture of the University of
Nis. The exhibition’s authors are Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Association
of Danish Architectural Firms and DANISH ™, a platform for the promotion of
Danish architecture and urban planning. The exhibition presented examples of
modern, sustainable architecture of well-known Danish companies. From socially
sustainable projects aimed at creating interactions to environmentally sustainable
emission reduction projects by converting energy from sun, water and wind to
electricity. After the opening of the exhibition, students and all interested had the
opportunity to hear the lecture by Jakob Matzen, a former member of the City of
Copenhagen Urban Planning Team, who shared the experience in the area of 
town planning in Denmark. Also, after the lecture, with the support of the Danish
Ministry of Culture, the Embassy of the Kingdom of Denmark the Danish
documentary film “Great Architecture on a Small Planet” produced by the Danish
National Television and the production company The Thin Green Line, was
screened also for the gathered public. This documentary deals with examples of
Danish architecture and urban planning from Copenhagen to Buenos Aires, as
well as today’s challenges, such as climate change and increasing urbanization.

